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Health in Environmental Impact Assessment: 
  

Using an old horse to pull a new cart? 



Environmental impact assessment (EIA) 
is a planning process used by over 100 

countries to predict, assess and mitigate 
any significant adverse effects 

associated with a proposed project, 
programme or policy. 





HIA Guiding Principles 
• Democracy 
• Equity 
• Sustainable Development 
• Ethical Use of Evidence 
• Comprehensive Approach to Health 



Barton & Grant, 2006 



Basic steps in HIA 

WHO, 2010, pp. 21 









The situation on inclusion of health in general 
EIAs for mining projects 

 in Mongolia (2014) 

General EIA Number of Conclusions 
(screening) 

Total percentage,% 

Health is not included at all 23 19.1 

Included minimally 81 67.5 

Health is included 16 13.3 

Total 120 



Report of the Detailed EIA in coal mining project 
 
One page on health, including: 
• Dust (respiratory diseases, decrease in rural 

herders health) 
• Noise pollution 
• Water source (water hole) pollution 
• Population migration, decrease in the quality of 

health service delivery 
 
 



Report of the detailed EIA in a  
copper molibdenium project 

 
• Water scarcity 
• Population migration 
• Dispute related to herders water and pasture  
• Noise, vibration, dust (decrease of herders 

income)  
• Increase in transport vehicles 

 
 
 



Main challenges 

• Air, water, soil and occupational health still 
taking prominence (proximal). 
 

• Data on health indicators of all kinds is limited 
or unavailable. 
 

• No separate chapter on HIA in the EIA manual. 
 
 













Why use the old cart? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• A starting point that has imbedded structures already. 
• Doing your job differently, instead of doing a different job. 
• Clear mandate to engage communities. 
• Opportunities for many people to get involved. 
 
 





Thank you! 
davisonc@queensu.ca  

mailto:davisonc@queensu.ca

	Health in Environmental Impact Assessment:� �Using an old horse to pull a new cart?
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	HIA Guiding Principles
	Slide Number 5
	Basic steps in HIA
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	The situation on inclusion of health in general EIAs for mining projects� in Mongolia (2014)
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Main challenges
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21

